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In 2018, AgriFutures Australia partnered with startup.business to deliver Entrepreneurial 
Learning in Action programs to seven schools across regional Australia. The program was 
tailored to have students learn an entrepreneurial mindset and use innovative ideas to 
develop and then pitch a business idea that solves a problem in agriculture.

startup.business programs are run in curriculum by school staff and also involve input from 
the local business community to provide context for learning and strengthen the school’s 
links to business and industry. Business owners visit schools to inspire and educate students, 
open their business for excursions, sit on the judging panel for the final pitch competition and  
provide mentoring to students.

AgriFutures sought to partner with startup.business as an effective way to encourage 
capacity building and for secondary school students to consider a career in agriculture and 
to expose them to the different modern aspects of the industry. 

Announcing the partnership, Managing Director of AgriFutures Australia John Harvey said: 
“We are thrilled to launch the AgriFutures startup.business program with Jo and her team. A 
key objective of AgriFutures Australia is to attract capable people into careers in agriculture, 
and this program will be a wonderful tool to expose high school students to different ways 
of approaching national rural issues, and importantly expand their horizons in terms of what 
a career in agriculture could look like.”

Young people developing entrepreneurial skills, creating new value and dealing with complex 
problems and resolving them in the ways these projects illustrate is the future of education 
and skills. Congratulations to all involved in the development of this project/initiative. It is 

cutting edge but moreso it is ground breaking! 
 

– Dr Phil Lambert PSM, lead curriculum expert to the OECD’s Education 
2030 project and Adjunct Professor at the University of Sydney

The program received extensive press coverage and engagement on social media throughout 
the application period, on announcement of the successful schools and for the students 
attending and pitching their winning ideas at the Brilliant Business Kids Festival in Sydney. 
The festival provided an opportunity to engage academics, government and industry with 
the startup.business program and showcase the outcome and success of the partnership with 
AgriFutures Australia.

AGRIFUTURES AUSTRALIA  
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

““
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A MESSAGE FROM CO-FOUNDER AND CEO

JO BURSTON

The future of Australia is our young people. Regional and rural youth are going to be the 
new backbone of the agricultural industry. This industry is one of Australia’s most 
important for future growth and prosperity as a nation. It is not all about growing and 
harvesting, it is as much about technology, innovation, entrepreneurship and diplomatic 
relationships. These are all skills that our next generation need in order to be able to 
successfully participate and compete globally. 

The Brilliant Business Kids Festival marked the awakening of tapping into our young 
people, across Australia. Providing them with big, wicked and complex problems to solve 
that are directly linked to their own communities and local economies. 

The true success of this day and the many more ahead is from our partnership with 
AgriFutures Australia and their grounded belief in startup.business and our Entrepreneurial 
Learning In Action program delivered to each state across Australia. This partnership gave 
unprecedented opportunity to students, teachers and principals, to be exposed to the 
mindset of entrepreneurship delivered through school curriculum. It is a pleasure to partner 
with an organisation as passionate as I am about raising our regional and rural youth to 
change the future landscape of agriculture in Australia. 

When I look into the future as an entrepreneur full of optimism, hope and the prospect of 
possibility, I envisage thousands of enabled, mobilised and passionate students and 
teachers from regional and rural areas changing the landscape. Both metaphorically and 
literally in Australia. 
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A MESSAGE FROM EDUCATION AND PROGRAM DIRECTOR

LIZ JACKSON

It has been a pleasure to partner with AgriFutures Australia who has provided us with an 
opportunity to work with teachers, schools, students and communities in rural and regional 
areas. By building communities of practice that include industry, academia, government 
and schools we are collectively working together to ensure young people have every 
opportunity to develop the skills they need to solve local and global issues.

Our vision to enhance prosperity globally through contextual, emotive, inspired and 
physical education has begun. It has started in one of the most important industries in 
Australia. I commend the teachers and schools for embracing uncertainty through this new 
way of educating aspiring and emerging innovators, leaders and entrepreneurs. The future 
belongs to our young people who will solve the greatest of challenges our world faces 
including those in Agriculture. By supporting teachers with something to add to their 
pedagogical toolkit we are impacting the system from the inside out. 

As a former educator I understand the many challenges that young people face that are 
driven by globalisation in a social, economic and environmental context. These challenges 
have forced teachers and schools to seek innovative ways of teaching the curriculum to the 
next generation. We have seen through the national pilot program the importance of an 
entrepreneurial mindset for both teachers and students and how it creates a sense of 
purpose that every individual needs to shape their own lives and the lives of others. 
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KEMPSEY HIGH SCHOOL, NSW 21
GYMPIE STATE HIGH SCHOOL, QLD 14
ULLADULLA HIGH SCHOOL, NSW 25

LOXTON HIGH SCHOOL, SA 50
WYNYARD HIGH SCHOOL, TAS 13
PYRAMID HILL COLLEGE, VIC 17

BODDINGTON DISTRICT  

HIGH SCHOOL, WA 12

KEY STATISTICS

NUMBER OF STUDENTS STUDYING 
THE PROGRAM AT EACH SCHOOL

TEACHERS RANKED 
TOP 5 SKILLS FOR 
PREPARATION FOR 

FUTURE WORK:

36% 
OF STUDENTS 

ARE MORE 
LIKELY TO WANT 
TO ENTER INTO 
CAREERS IN AG 
AS A RESULT OF 
THE PROGRAM

32% 
OF STUDENTS 
SAY THAT THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 

ARE THE REASONS 
THEY WOULD 
WORK IN AG

Team work (100%)

Complex problem solving (72%)

Interpersonal skills (72%)

Creativity (86%)

Critical thinking (86%)

74
original 
business 

ideas were 
generated
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THE PROGRAM REACHED 152 STUDENTS 
FROM REGIONAL AND RURAL TOWNS IN 
EVERY STATE THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA

KEY STATISTICS

 38% OF STUDENTS 
SAID THEY WANTED 
TO WORK IN AG, BUT 

75% OF THEM DID NOT 
KNOW THE CAREERS 

AVAILABLE IN THE 
INDUSTRY BEFORE 

DOING THE PROGRAM

75%

33% of the 74 
business ideas 

generated impacted 
UN Sustainable 

Development Goal 9

24% of the students 
before the program said 

that a barrier to entry 
was that they don’t 

know the major brands 
in the Ag industry

69%
After reading facts 
about the growth 

and innovation of the 
industry and its impact 

on the Australian 
economy, 69% said they 

would be interested  
in working in  
agriculture
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Media releases were sent out to announce the partnership between Agrifutures Australia 
and startup.business, again to announce the winners, and again after Brilliant Business Kids 
Festival.

MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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MEDIA ENGAGEMENT



SUSTAINED IMPACT

The startup.business Entrepreneurial Learning in Action program was turned into a case 
study and submitted to the Australian Government for Australia’s 2030 Agenda Sustainable 
Development Goals Voluntary National Review. The case study was acknowledged for its 
work towards Goal 4: Quality education.
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SUSTAINED IMPACT

Through its partnership with AgriFutures Australia, startup.business has been able to impact 
the above goals for sustained impact on communities and industry. Specifically:

4 QUALITY EDUCATION: Teach young people the skills needed for future work. The program 
developed students’ capacity for the top ten skills outlined by the World Economic Forum 
as being the most important for future work: complex problem solving, critical thinking, 
creativity, people management, coordinating with others, emotional intelligence, judgement 
and decision making, service orientation, negotiation, and cognitive flexibility. 

8 DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH: Empowering young people to impact the 
world through entrepreneurship. Providing knowledge about career opportunities in industry, 
entrepreneurship and education. Students were exposed to Agriculture as a career option, 
with 36% saying they were more likey to consider working in Agriculture at the end of the 
program.

9 INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE: Encouraging young people to be 
innovators by educating and promoting ways of solving problems across industries through 
entrepreneurial thinking. Students identified local problems on their own to solve and 33% of 
the 74 business ideas generated by students impacted this Sustainable Development Goal.

10 REDUCED INEQUALITIES: The program provided access to entrepreneurial ways of 
thinking and learning to seven schools and a total of 130 students in rural and regional areas.

11 SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES: The program created communities of practice 
by connecting young people with 23 industry and educational experts to solve global and 
local issues in Agriculture.

17 PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS: Working with government, industry and educational 
experts to reform state and national curricula with a focus on skills and dispositions. The 
national pitch competition final, held during the Brilliant Business Kids Festival and attended 
by students, teachers and parents from the program was endorsed, supported and attended 
by government and academia, as well as industry and innovation leaders from CSIRO, Optus, 
Westpac, JobGetter, Global Citizen, AgCrowd, Outback Wings, Ag Bootcamps and Jobs 
for NSW. Also presenting was Dr Phil Lambert PSM, lead curriculum expert to the OECD’s 
Education 2030 project, Adjunct Professor The University of Sydney, Fellow of the Australian 
College of Educators & the Australian Council for Educational Leaders. NSW President of the 
Australian College of Educators (ACE), Chair of the National Council and a member of the 
ACE Board.



 { 16 }

BRILLIANT BUSINESS  
KIDS FESTIVAL

Teenaged innovators and entrepreneurs gathered from all 
across Australia for masterclasses, panel discussions and a 
pitching competition as part of the Brilliant Business Kids 
Festival on November 25 at The University of Sydney Business 
School.

Jo Burston says that entrepreneurs are made, not born, and 
that through the journey of establishing a business idea that 
solves a problem like an entrepreneur does, there is a shift 
in mindset. Students learn strategic problem solving, boost 
imagination and creativity, collaborate on ideas, 
and gain resilience from seeing that failure is 
simply a question mark, rather than a full stop: 
Why did it go wrong? What can I do better? 
Who can I ask for assistance?

“It was the best kids entrepreneurship day ever. 
70 people engaged, informed, asking, trying, 
doing and reflecting as emerging entrepreneurs. 
You cannot learn this in a book,” Jo says. 
“Entrepreneurship is learned in the thick of 
things, solving problems, making decisions 
and doing it with people who give themselves 
permission to fail and seek knowledge to make a 
vision real.

“Many moments I caught myself with tears of joy. 
This is our next generation of makers, doers, inventors and innovators. We owe it to them to 
give them opportunity and exposure. startup.business is doing just that.”

The full-day program was officially opened by Mr Jonathan O’Dea, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Premier and Treasurer, who spoke about the importance of educating young people 
on the skills they need to be prepared for entering the workforce of the future. Other notable 
presenters were:

■ Dr Phil Lambert PSM, who is the lead curriculum expert to the OECD’s Education 2030 
project and Adjunct Professor at the University of Sydney
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■ Jack Mansfield, 
Innovation Development 
Manager Small & 
Medium Business, Optus 
Innovation Hub

■ Brian Dorricott, Lead 
Facilitator ON Accelerator 
Lean Innovation and 

Startup Programs, CSIRO

■ Lali Wiratunga, National Manager, 
Westpac Davidson Institute

The event was attended by students, 
parents and teachers from across 
Australia, including schools in regional 
areas who had been learning about 
entrepreneurship and innovation 
as it applies to solving problems in 
Agriculture through the partnership with 
AgriFutures Australia.

Gavin Saul, who brought some of his 
students down from Kempsey High 
School said, “I thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. As a teacher of this initial 

program, I was somewhat unsure of the 
whole outcome, though after experiencing 
the program and Brilliant Business Kids 
Festival, the growth of my students and 
my personal experience has advanced 
immensely in this area of study.”

Brian Dorricott, Lead Facilitator ON 
Accelerator Lean Innovation and Startup 
Programs, CSIRO said: “I got involved 
with the Brilliant Kids Festival because 
agriculture is key for the future growth of 
Australia and, as a country, we are under 

utilising the expertise and knowledge of our all 
communities especially those in rural areas. I could see by the engagement and excitement of 
the students and teachers during the “How to build an idea” session that every nuance was 
being understood and would be acted upon. The earlier people know this, the greater impact 
they will have on their future and the prosperity of Australia. I feel privileged to be a small 
part of their journey.”

The day concluded with a national student pitch competition before a panel of judges. 
The students had all studied a startup.business/AgriFutures Australia program and it was a 
wonderful opportunity to showcase the learnings, outcomes and success of the program with 
government, academia and industry. Finalists who pitched were:

BRILLIANT BUSINESS  
KIDS FESTIVAL
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BRILLIANT BUSINESS  
KIDS FESTIVAL

NATIONAL PITCH COMPETITION

Business Name: The Frellie Feeder 
Description: A sensor for a cattle feed bin 
that will monitor how much feed is in the bin 
and when it’s low will send an alert to your 
phone. 
Students: Ellie Prior and Freya Weismantel, 
Kempsey High School NSW

Business Name: The Weed Syndrone  
Description: Reducing the pests in pasture 
and crops using drone ID and treatment.  
Student: Hayden Watkins, Gympie State 
High School QLD

Business Name: DYO Tech 
Description: Making vertical farming more 
accessible to the everyday Australian 

through affordable modular farming units.  
Students: William Gillet; Samuel Nitschke, 
Loxton High School SA

Business Name: Farmers Engineering Co  
Description: Vehicle accessory to 
temporarily lower fences.  
Students: Madison Cornwall and Jack Snare, 
Wynyard High School TAS

WINNING PITCH 
Business Name: Farm Safe Sleeves  
Description: Detachable sleeves to provide 
protection for farmers’ clothing getting stuck 
in machinery.  
Winning Students: Fionne Garchitorena and 
Jorja Moon, Pyramid Hill College VIC
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CASE STUDIES  
 

MEET THE STUDENTS, 
TEACHERS AND BUSINESSES 
WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE 

PROGRAM 2018
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KEMPSEY HIGH SCHOOL, NSW
“Entrepreneurship is key to building a better agricultural 

community for our nation and also for your own future growth,  
both in careers and in your character.” – Mick Eller, Principal 

Kempsey High School (KHS) is a co-educational secondary school (7-12) educating over 450 
students of the Macleay Valley and beyond. It is a lighthouse school for agriculture and works 
closely with the local TAFE to provide alternative programs. KHS is very involved in and 
supported by, the local community. 
 
Program summary and teacher comment  
Gavin Saul Ag teacher at KHS said: “Many schools ran the program as part of their Year 9/10 
Agriculture class. We did it differently as an after school extra curricular activity within our 
KHASA program. The Kempsey High Agriculture Students Association (KHASA) is the 
backbone of the school’s extra-curricular agriculture program that is helping to develop the 
future leaders of agriculture. In order to enhance the opportunities available to our students, 
we chose to deliver the ‘learning in action’ entrepreneurial program as part of the extra 
curricular activities as it is all about recognising a problem in the industry and developing an 
entrepreneurial mindset; an edge we wanted to give our students to prepare them for future 
work to be innovators, leaders and problem solvers. 

“I chose a handful of kids from each age group from year 7 to 12 and a cross-section of 
literacy and numeracy levels. The students grew throughout the course of the program and 
gained a better understanding of the business side of agriculture.” 
 
Between 21 students, they developed 11 business ideas with a focus on 4 SDG areas 
specifically addressing:  
■ Good health and wellbeing 
■ Quality education  
■ Innovation, industry and infrastructure 
■ Reducing inequalities

At the launch of the program, School Principal Mick Eller said: “Entrepreneurship is key to 
building a better agricultural community for our nation and also for your own future growth, 
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both in careers and in your character. It’s about teamwork: being supported by and also 
supporting our community to work together to solve problems and make a difference.” 

Winning Pitch  
Business Name: The Frellie Feeder 
Description: A sensor for a cattle feed bin that will monitor how much feed is in the bin and 
when it’s low will send an alert to your phone. 
Winning Students: Ellie Prior and Freya Weismantel (year 7/8)

Judges/industry comment  
Tania Powick from Coastal Wealth Directions Kempsey, Stewart Witchard from Stewart 
Witchard Agricultural Contracting, and Richard O’Leary from O’Leary Partners, said the 
Frellie Feeder is a device that is needed in the agricultural industry. 

“It’s a very feasible and realistic idea. It will add value to the agriculture business and has 
potential to develop further,” Ms Powick said. 

“They’ve designed a feed bin along with the sensor or you can buy the sensor separately, it’s 
a very scalable idea. Something that is simple but will solve a big problem,” Mr Witchard said.

BRILLIANT BUSINESS  
KIDS FESTIVAL

SPONSORS
Thank you to the following individuals/businesses/organisations for your financial and in-kind 
support for students, families and teachers attending the Brilliant Business Kids Festival.

West Kempsey Rotary Club   
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GYMPIE STATE HIGH SCHOOL, QLD
“The program was flexible, so I could deliver it to my students in  

a more practical manner. This suited their learning style.”  
– Bob Leitch, Ag Teacher 

Gympie State High School is Queensland’s oldest state secondary school with approximately 
1100 students. It boasts a proud history of academic, cultural, sporting and community 
excellence. While the school has evolved throughout its history it has remained true to its 
vision of a learning community where positive relationships are the foundation for 
achievement of everyone’s personal best in all aspects of school life.

Program summary and teacher comment  
Bob Leitch Ag teacher at Gympie said: “The program provided an adequate opportunity for 
students to have a more personalised learning experience, develop agency and self-efficacy 
so they could pursue their passions and interests. The program was flexible, so I could deliver 
it to my students in a more practical manner. This suited their learning style. It was great to 
see my students develop ideas. They responded really well to external people from the 
community who were the judges at the pitch event”.  

14 students were engaged in the program with each using some form of technology to aid in 
solving their problem with a focus on 5 SDG areas:

■ Good health and wellbeing 
■ Clean water and sanitation 
■ Industry, innovation and infrastructure 
■ Sustainable cities and communities 
■ Life on land  

Winning Pitch 
Business Name: The Weed Syndrone  
Description: Reducing the pests in pasture and crops using drone ID and treatment.  
Winning Student: Hayden Watkins 
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Judges/industry comment 

Ben Riches, Founder and Managing Director, Enrichesbusiness; Mayor Mick Curran; Sondra 
Barry, Deputy Principal Gympie State High School and Sally Bekker, Science/Agriculture 
Head of Department 

“We have students come to Nolan Meats because we want to empower them as much as we 
do the people working for us. It’s important for young people to know the careers available 
to them that are related to making the industry work. Transferable skills are important. We 
have 400 employees; we don’t just process meat we employ electricians, cattle buyers, and 
meat inspectors.” – Jim Bougoure, Nolan Meats

BRILLIANT BUSINESS  
KIDS FESTIVAL

SPONSORS

Thank you to the following individuals/businesses/organisations for your financial and in-kind 
support for students, families and teachers attending the Brilliant Business Kids Festival.

JobMatch Employment Agency    



 { 24 }

ULLADULLA HIGH SCHOOL, NSW
“The most enjoyable part about teaching the program was 

seeing the students come up with an idea that was purely their 
own.” – Sarah Westerway, Ag Teacher 

Ulladulla High School is a co-educational school (7-12) located on the NSW south coast. It is 
known for building creative, innovative young people with 21st Century skills through 
collaboration with outstanding teachers who are leaders in learning. 

Program summary and teacher comment  
“Ulladulla High School has a strong focus on problem-based learning (PBL) to prepare 
students for a changing world with the aptitudes, skills and understanding that will give them 
the best start beyond school,” said Ms Sarah Westerway, the Ag Teacher leading the 
program. “The startup.business program aligned well with this focus.” Ms Westerway 
engaged the help of the PBL team consisting of colleagues Ag teacher Ms Carolyn Carden 
and PBL leader Mr John Woodland. A checklist of eight essential elements to meet a gold 
standard in PBL was used by the team, with several benchmarks to measure student success 
in developing skills and capabilities. 

Sarah Westerway said: “The most enjoyable part about teaching the program was seeing the 
students come up with an idea that was purely their own. Some students had no real 
experience in the Agricultural field yet came up with ideas that may be valid for farmers.”

28 students were engaged in the program with 10 business ideas created with a focus on 2 
SDG areas: 

■ Good health and wellbeing  
■ Industry, innovation and infrastructure 

Winning Pitch   
Business Name: Reflow  
Description: A water sensor located in a water trough which stores info for farmers and alerts 
a farmer to problems whilst also automatically filling the trough.  
Winning Students: Amber Torode and Nirvana Nesic-Short
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Judges/industry comment 

Robert Miller, Owner Narrawilly Dairy; Ian Lees, Founder Beewise and former Ag Teacher 
Ulladulla High School, George Betsis, Deputy Principal

Robert Miller said: “This initiative was a great opportunity for Ulladulla High School students 
to embrace the challenge of thinking innovatively, and finding creative solutions to the choke-
points or inefficiencies in farming and primary industries. 

“Australia’s agriculture sector needs young entrepreneurs who can think creatively and who 
will come up with new, practical solutions to the challenges our sector faces. This initiative at 
UHS did a great job fostering these young entrepreneurs.”

George Betsis: “At Ulladulla High School we want our students to be connected with the real 
world where they can enrich their learning through collaboration, innovation and critical 
thinking. The startup.business/AgriFutures entrepreneurial program helped our students 
develop their way of thinking, our students used their passion and belief to develop an idea 
to enhance their communication skills as they delivered their pitch to an authentic audience.           
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LOXTON HIGH SCHOOL, SA
“Once students developed the interest in their chosen area, they 

were really driven to find more information.” 
– Tricia Yandell, Ag Teacher 

Loxton High School is a co-educational secondary school (7-12) with over 600 students. It 
has a strong tradition of academic excellence and offers a broad and challenging range of 
subjects to enable students to access future study and vocational success. The curriculum 
emphasises the importance of learning within the local and global communities and provides 
opportunities to develop values of respect, trust, optimism, commitment and support.

Program summary and teacher comment  
Tricia Yandell says the program allowed students the opportunity to engage in and learn 
about the agricultural industry. “Once students developed the interest in their chosen area, 
they were really driven to find more information. I chose to deliver the program twice as it 
crossed over the semester. This gave me an opportunity to expand on my knowledge after 
having taught it once.”

24 business ideas were created between two classes of students over a one-term intensive. 
SDG focus areas included:

■ Good health and wellbeing 
■ Quality education  
■ Decent work and economic growth  
■ Industry, innovation and infrastructure  
■ Responsible consumption and production  
■ Life on land  

Winning Pitch   
Business Name: DYO Tech 
Description: Making vertical farming more accessible to the everyday Australian through 
affordable modular farming units.  
Winning Students: William Gillett; Samuel Nitschke
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Judges/industry comment  
Mark Skewes - SARDI, PIRSA, Sandy Losefellis - RDAMR and Ryan Arnold - Pyap Produce

“PIRSA, via the Loxton Research Centre, has a long and ongoing relationship by virtue of the 
significance of the agriculture and horticulture industries within the Riverland Mallee Region. 
Many PIRSA staff based at the research centre currently support students at Loxton High 
School by sharing knowledge on issues such as water efficiency, availability, productivity, ag 
tech and emerging issues. It is important that students get the right information about the 
industry.” – Kym Walton PIRSA 

BRILLIANT BUSINESS  
KIDS FESTIVAL

SPONSORS

Thank you to the following individuals/businesses/organisations for your financial and in-kind 
support for students, families and teachers attending the Brilliant Business Kids Festival.

PIRSA    
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WYNYARD HIGH SCHOOL, TAS
“It gives life experience and students can see the opportunities 

available to them in Agriculture.” 
– Brodie Young, Ag Teacher 

Wynyard High School is a co-educational secondary school located in the North West 
Region of Tasmania with 600 students enrolled from years 7–10. The school vision of 
“engaging every student, every lesson, every day” underpins its daily work, whether it be 
tailoring curriculum offerings, differentiating instruction, providing flexible learning 
opportunities for small groups or personalised programs for individual students in need. 
Inclusion of all is the forefront of everything they do. They promote a friendly and open 
learning environment based on excellent relationships. Their curriculum and organisation 
model is evolving to reflect the changing needs of its students, the community, and 
importantly their knowledge of how people learn. 

Program summary and teacher comment  
There were mentor visits from local industry and the exposure to real people who have been 
out in the working world and faced challenges was valuable for the students. 

“I think it is a fantastic way for students of all different levels being involved in owning their 
ideas and researching interests of their own. It gives life experience and students can see the 
opportunities available to them in Agriculture.” – Brodie Young, Teacher Wynyard High 
School

13 students participated in the program and 7 business ideas were created. The 2 SDG focus 
areas were:

■ Industry, innovation and infrastructure  
■ Responsible consumption and production 

Winning Pitch   
Business Name: Farmers Engineering Co  
Description: Vehicle accessory to temporarily lower fences.  
Winning Students: Madison Cornwall and Jack Snare
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Judges/industry comment  
Rob Saddler, Managing Director Flowerdale Flowers; Rebekah Frankcombe, Local Dairy 
Farmer and Andrew Harris, Lead Teacher TAS Agricultural Education

“It is important to invest in people and infrastructure. There are alot of people both young 
and old who don’t have a huge knowledge of Ag and don’t know the roles and 
responsibilities. We need more young kids because that will drive the innovation forward.” 
– Rob Sadler Managing director Flowerdale Flowers

Mike Brindley from RDA Tas says: “RDA Tasmania understands the value of agriculture to the 
Tasmanian economy which continues to expand into all regions. As part of industry 
expansion, there is a significant need to foster new entrants into all agricultural sectors with 
the skills demanded into today’s markets. Therefore RDA Tasmania supports programs that 
help train students in innovation, entrepreneurship and on-farm skill development. These 
programs are vital to help futureproof tomorrow’s workforce and ensure Tasmania’s 
agricultural market share, both domestically and internationally is maintained.

BRILLIANT BUSINESS  
KIDS FESTIVAL

SPONSORS

Thank you to the following individuals/businesses/organisations for your financial and in-kind 
support for students, families and teachers attending the Brilliant Business Kids Festival.

Jim Ertler - Premium Fresh 

Senator Steve Martin   

Waratah Wynyard Council

Justine Keay Federal MP for Braddon 
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PYRAMID HILL COLLEGE, VIC
“Having the opportunity for our girls to attend Sydney and pitch 

their idea in front of a national audience was a chance for the 
girls to mix with like-minded students as well as with 

representatives from Australian Agricultural Industry, academia, 
government and community groups.” 

– Elizabeth Fox, Ag Teacher 

Pyramid Hill College is a rural school catering for students from Prep to Year 10. One of the 
highlights of the college is the agricultural area which includes a large orchard and vineyard. 
Their philosophy is to develop each student to their full potential. Small class sizes that are 
the envy of most schools make this possible. 

Program summary and teacher comment  
Elizabeth Fox, Ag Teacher said: “The students enjoyed being able to develop their own ideas. 
They required a lot of support in generating ‘BIG PICTURE’ ideas – many found it difficult to 
apply their idea outside of this town. Having the opportunity for our girls to attend Sydney 
and pitch their idea in front of a national audience was a chance for the girls to mix with 
like-minded students as well as with representatives from Australian Agricultural Industry, 
academia, government and community groups.” 

17 students took part in the program and generated 10 business ideas. The two SDG focus 
areas were:

■ Responsible consumption and production  
■ Good health and wellbeing 

Winning Pitch 
Business Name: Farm Safe Sleeves  
Description: Detachable sleeves to provide protection for farmers’ clothing getting stuck in 
machinery.  
Winning Students: Fionne Garchitorena and Jorja Moon



 { 31 }

Judges/industry comment  
Jared Smith, Kia Ora Piggery; Sue Bennett, Synergy Farms and Mayor Cheryl McKinnon, 
Terrick Ward.

Jarrad Smith, Kia Ora Piggery: “I was able to share insight into the family-run business and 
share the challenges faced in the business with students. It was great to hear their ideas 
being pitched. They are solving real problems and offer a new insight to the industry.”

Students Fionne 
Garchitorena 
(R) and Jorja 
Moon (L) won 
the national pitch 
final in Sydney. 
Pictured here with 
startup.business 
Co-Founder Jo 
Burston at the 
Brilliant Business 
Kids Festival.
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BODDINGTON DISTRICT  
HIGH SCHOOL, WA

“It was great for the students to interact with mentors online and 
people from the book.” – Aaron Morton, Ag Teacher 

Boddington District High School, located 120 km south-east of Perth, is a Western Australian 
Government School offering courses from Kindergarten to Year 10 with approximately 300 
students. The school is committed to the growth of children’s intellectual, emotional, social, 
physical, aesthetic and creative faculties and to providing programs to increase the resilience 
of students and staff. The school works in close partnership with parents, the School Council 
and the Parents’ and Citizens’ Association and has strong links to community organisations 
and local businesses. 

Program summary and teacher comment  
Aaron Morton, Ag Teacher: “Students feel that the concepts being taught are real when it 
has a real-life story attached. It was great for the students to interact with mentors online 
and people from the book. The program definitely promoted intrinsic learning.”

12 students engaged with the program and three business ideas were created. SDG focus 
areas included:

■ Life below water  
■ Industry innovation and infrastructure  
■ Quality education 

Winning Pitch   
Business Name: Breeding Blueys  
Description: Local marine ecosystem needs to be replenished. Breeding yabbies to 
regenerate life below the water.   
Winning Students: Ronan Crowe, Luke Bell and Aimee Curtis
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Judges/industry comment  
Martin Glynn, Shire President; Trent Kesett-Smith, Branch Manager Rabo Bank Perth and 
Trevor Clarke, Director Hannaford Seed Master Services.

Trent Kesett-Smith, Branch Manager Rabo Bank Perth said: “The entrepreneurship course is 
of great benefit to Australian regional and agricultural students.

“The fact that this financial literacy development is coupled with a view to extending 
entrepreneurship in young regional people will go to see an increase in successes of startup 
programs in regional Australia. Giving young people who are involved in this market sector 
the skills to monitor their own progress and watch for the triggers of success and the 
warning signs of pressure will allow them to make adjustments early enough to manage 
outcomes of these startups.”
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FEEDBACK

We have received extensive feedback from the teachers who delivered the program that 
we use to highlight areas of improvement.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAINING:

Teacher feedback indicated the need for more formalised professional development prior to 
the commencement of the program to have adequate time to complete the following:

■ plan for mentor visits, business crawl opportunities; 

■ engage and discuss successful curriculum integration by engaging with leadership, career 
advisors, PBL team leaders and colleagues.

ACCESS TO RESOURCES/INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIPS:

Teacher feedback indicated the need for resources to be more contextually relevant for 
each school based on: 

■ sustainable connections with local industry; 

■ state-based access rights to media sharing platforms including Google;

■ gain access to resources that directly aligned with the curriculum content being taught at 
time of delivery.

COMMUNICATION:

Teacher feedback indicated the challenges faced by teachers by being in a pilot program 
including not having:

■ the program framework outlined from beginning to end;

■ time to budget for external excursions;  

■ knowledge of sustainability after year 1 of full funding;

■ time to plan for internship opportunities for pitch finalists. 
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ACTION
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAINING:

We will be designing and delivering 2-day Professional Development Immersion Experiences 
for teachers engaging in the program for 2019. The workshops will align with the Australian 
Teaching Standards with a focus on program implementation and sustainability. 

ACCESS TO RESOURCES/INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIPS:

Since inception, startup.business has engaged with multiple Agricultural industry 
stakeholders including National peak bodies such as Regional Development Australia, and 
RDC’s such as Australian Eggs and Meat and Livestock Australia. Startup.business aims to 
leverage off the status and connections to local industries through these peak bodies and 
double the access to locally-based industries in the regions surrounding the schools running 
the programs. 

Startup.business will survey schools on technology accessibility upon application to 
appropriately manage the distribution of electronic resources.

COMMUNICATION:

Startup.business has since built out a framework outlining the benchmarks of the program 
from beginning to end to ensure ample time for teachers and schools to appropriately plan 
for a sustainable impact.

WHAT’S NEXT?
In 2019 we will expand our reach through continuing our partnership with AgriFutures 
Australia and onboarding more strategic partners, including RDCs, to financially support 7 
more schools with the goal of 21 schools to be running the program in curriculum by 2020. 

In addition, startup.business will seek government grants to match this funding and reach 
an additional 21 schools in rural and regional Australia and create an even bigger impact on 
students, local communities and careers in agriculture. 

startup.business will submit this report to the Australian Curriculum Review and will seek 
government endorsement to ensure every school is teaching students an entrepreneurial 
mindset and the skills and dispositions needed to successfully prepare for future work.

We will also design a 2-day Professional Development Immersion Experience for Agricultural 
teachers aligning with the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers specifically 
addressing the issues of state-based and national curriculum integration that includes 
first-hand experience inside innovative Ag businesses to enhance professional knowledge, 
practice and engagement skills. 

The aim of this experience is to also include career advisors and leadership to ensure 
teachers are supported from a whole school perspective. Teachers will also gain access to 
relevant resources, guest speakers and an Australia wide network of like minded teachers 
and schools who are also engaging in the programs. This will create an ongoing ecosystem 
and culture of engagement amongst Agricultural teachers nationally.    


